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Opera

PROLOGUE Joseph and Anthony De Rocher brutally murder two teenagers.

Act 1 Sister Helen teaches a hymn to a group of children. She travels to
Angola State Penitentiary to meet death-row inmate Joseph De Rocher.
Joseph and Helen have an awkward first meeting, but he asks her to accom-
pany his mother to the Pardon Board hearing. Mrs. De Rocher pleads for
her son’s life. Joseph’s family and the murder victims’ families wait for a
verdict, and news arrives that the appeal has been denied. Helen urges
Joseph to acknowledge his guilt. She becomes faint as a jumble of voices
clutters her mind.

INTERMISSION

AcT 1 Joseph voices feelings about his impending death, Sister Helen, and
his victims. Sister Rose comforts Helen and helps her admit that she still
has to forgive Joseph herself. Helen urges Joseph to take responsibility for
his actions. He has a tearful farewell with his mother and brothers. The
parents of the victims arrive and upbraid Helen for siding with the mur-
derer. Alone with Helen, Joseph finally admits his guilt. She tells him that
she will be the face of love for him when he dies. They exchange an emo-
tional goodbye. Joseph asks the parents’ forgiveness, and the lethal injec-
tion is administered. Once the witnesses leave, Helen repeats the hymn:
“He will gather us around.”
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