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The program of the Organization of
Afro-American Unity shall evolve from
five strategic points which are deemed
basic and fundamental to our grand
alliance. Through our committees we
shall proceed in the following general
areas.

I. RESTORATION

In order to enslave the African, it

was necessary for our enslavers to
completely sever our communications
with the African continent and the
Africans that remained there. In order
to free ourselves from the oppression
of our enslavers then, it is absolutely
necessary for the Afro-American to
restore communications with Africa.

The Organization of Afro-American
Unity will accomplish this goal by
means of independent national and
international newspapers, publishing
ventures, personal contacts, and other
available communications media.

We, Afro-Americans, must also
communicate to one another the
truths about American slavery and the
terrible effects it has upon our people.
We must study the modern system of
slavery in order to free ourselves from
it. We must search out all the bare and
ugly facts without shame for we are

still victims, still slaves—still oppressed.

Our only shame is believing falsehood
and not seeking the truth.

We must learn all that we can about
ourselves. We will have to know the
whole story of how we were kidnapped
from Africa; how our ancestors

were brutalized, dehumanized, and
murdered; and how we are continually
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kept in a state of slavery for the profit

of a system conceived in slavery, built

by slaves and dedicated to keeping us
enslaved in order to maintain itself.

We must begin to reeducate ourselves
and become alert listeners in order

to learn as much as we can about the
progress of our motherland—Africa.
We must correct in our minds the
distorted image that our enslaver has
portrayed to us of Africa that he might
discourage us from reestablishing
communications with her and thus
obtain freedom from oppression.

Il. REORIENTATION

In order to keep the Afro-American
enslaved, it was necessary to limit our
thinking to the shores of America—

to prevent us from identifying our
problems with the problems of other
peoples of African origin. This made us
consider ourselves an isolated minority
without allies anywhere.

The Organization of Afro-American
Unity will develop in the Afro-American
people a keen awareness of our
relationship with the world at large
and clarify our roles, rights, and
responsibilities as human beings. We
can accomplish this goal by becoming
well-informed concerning world affairs
and understanding that our struggle

is part of a larger world struggle of
oppressed peoples against all forms
of oppression. We must change the
thinking of the Afro-American by
liberating our minds through the study
of philosophies and psychologies,
cultures and languages that did not
come from our racist oppressors.

Provisions are being made for the
study of languages such as Swabhili,
Hausa, and Arabic. These studies will
give our people access to ideas and
history of mankind at large and thus
increase our mental scope.

We can learn much about Africa by
reading informative books and by
listening to the experiences of those
who have traveled there, but many of
us can travel to the land of our choice
and experience for ourselves. The
Organization of Afro-American Unity
will encourage the Afro-American to
travel to Africa, the Caribbean, and to
other places where our culture has not
been completely crushed by brutality
and ruthlessness.

lll. EDUCATION

After enslaving us, the slave masters
developed a racist educational system
which justified to its posterity the

evil deeds that had been committed
against the African people and their
descendants. Too often the slave
himself participates so completely

in this system that he justifies having
been enslaved and oppressed.

The Organization of Afro-American
Unity will devise original educational
methods and procedures which will
liberate the minds of our children from
the vicious lies and distortions that

are fed to us from the cradle to keep

us mentally enslaved. We encourage
Afro-Americans themselves to establish
experimental institutes and educational
workshops, liberation schools, and
child-care centers in the Afro-American
communities.
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We will influence the choice of
textbooks and equipment used by our
children in the public schools while at
the same time encouraging qualified
Afro-Americans to write and publish
the textbooks needed to liberate our
minds. Until we completely control our
own educational institutions, we must
supplement the formal training of our
children by educating them at home.

IV. ECONOMIC SECURITY

After the Emancipation Proclamation,
when the system of slavery changed
from chattel slavery to wage slavery, it
was realized that the Afro-American
constituted the largest homogeneous
ethnic group with a common origin
and common group experience in

the United States and, if allowed to
exercise economic or political freedom,
would in a short period of time own
this country. Therefore, racists in this
government developed techniques that
would keep the Afro-American people
economically dependent upon the
slave masters—economically slaves—
twentieth-century slaves.

The Organization of Afro-American
Unity will take measures to free our
people from economic slavery. One
way of accomplishing this will be to
maintain a technician pool: that is,

a bank of technicians. In the same
manner that blood banks have been
established to furnish blood to those
who need it at the time it is needed,
we must establish a technician bank.
We must do this so that the newly
independent nations of Africa can
turn to us who are their Afro-American

brothers for the technicians they will
need now and in the future. Thereby
we will be developing an open market
for the many skills we possess and at
the same time we will be supplying
Africa with the skills she can best use.
This project will therefore be one of

mutual cooperation and mutual benefit.

V. SELF-DEFENSE

In order to enslave a people and

keep them subjugated, their right

to self-defense must be denied.

They must be constantly terrorized,
brutalized, and murdered. These
tactics of suppression have been
developed to a new high by vicious
racists whom the United States
government seems unwilling or
incapable of dealing with in terms

of the law of this land. Before the
emancipation it was the Black man who
suffered humiliation, torture, castration,
and murder. Recently our women

and children, more and more, are
becoming the victims of savage racists
whose appetite for blood increases
daily and whose deeds of depravity
seem to be openly encouraged by

all law enforcement agencies. Over
five thousand Afro-Americans have
been lynched since the Emancipation
Proclamation and not one murderer
has been brought to justice!

The Organization of Afro-American
Unity, being aware of the increased
violence being visited upon the
Afro-American and of the open
sanction of this violence and murder by
the police departments throughout this
country and the federal agencies—do

affirm our right and obligation to
defend ourselves in order to survive as
a people.

We encourage the Afro-Americans to
defend themselves against the wanton
attacks of racist aggressors whose sole
aim is to deny us the guarantees of
the United Nations Charter of Human
Rights and of the Constitution of the
United States.

The Organization of Afro-American
Unity will take those private steps that
are necessary to insure the survival of
the Afro-American people in the face
of racist aggression and the defense
of our women and children. We are
within our rights to see to it that the
Afro-American people who fulfill

their obligations to the United States
government (we pay taxes and serve
in the armed forces of this country

like American citizens do) also exact
from this government the obligations
that it owes us as a people, or exact
these obligations ourselves. Needless
to say, among this number we include
protection of certain inalienable rights
such as life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.

In areas where the United States
government has shown itself unable
and/or unwilling to bring to justice
the racist oppressors, murderers, who
kill innocent children and adults, the
Organization of Afro-American Unity
advocates that the Afro-American
people insure ourselves that justice is
done—whatever the price and by any
means necessary.
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